
I believe it takes only one human to initiate a movement.” - Sonali Acharya
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SONALI LEADING 
CHANGE DURING 

COVID-19 

This story belongs to a young girl from a remote village in Ganjam district of Odisha,
Sonali. She is a student from Class 9, studying in a Government school. She lives with
her parents and a younger brother, and her family belongs to the middle-income group.

The Challenge

Due to the outbreak of COVID-19, Sonali’s community was disrupted with extreme
poverty and hunger. The main sources of income in her village have been farming, daily
wage labour and small businesses - which suffered huge losses due to the pandemic.
The situation aggravated to an extent that the villagers have been struggling to meet their
basic needs of food and shelter. And just like many other rural communities of the
country, prioritising survival over education became crucial, leading many students to
drop out of schools.

Sonali was distressed to watch her peers and other students face the pressure to work for
meagre jobs to earn a living for their family. Many of them decided to discontinue their
education, unwillingly. After the closure of Government schools and coaching institutes
upon the national lockdown in the country, she decided to accept the situation and look
for solutions. She felt blessed to be among those who could continue their education with
the

Sonali Acharya, a 15 year old teenager, giving free education to the children of her community.
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help of supportive parents.

The Intervention

Sonali’s school is also one of the 30 schools in the district where Restless Development
India has been working with Quest Alliance for a programme named STEM For Girls. In the
programme, adolescent girls are educated on the subjects of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics and encouraged to pursue STEM Careers. As she is
regularly engaged in the programme, she studied the subjects and felt the urge to take
action. She shared that the STEM For Girls curriculum helped her understand her potential
and persuaded her to dream big.

Sonali felt driven with an urge to help children of her village to continue their education.
She consulted her Programme Facilitator to seek suggestions and ideas on how to secure
her village’s future with education. As recommended, she began to develop her teaching
skills to offer free classes to the students in need - so they remain in touch with their
studies.

The Outcome

Sonali immediately started mobilizing children from her neighbourhood, who had begun
working local garages and hotels due to the pandemic. Initially, they were reluctant to study
again, but were guided the importance of continuing their education along with the work.
And hence, she could successfully convince students to get back to study.

Today, Sonali gives free classes to students on Core English, Mathematics, other STEM
related topics. She is counselled by the programme heads to improve her skills and build
her learning and teaching capacity. Upon raising awareness on the importance of STEM
curriculum in her village, she is considered an inspiring figure among other students.

If you’re interested in learning more and getting involved, visit our website
www.restlessdevelopment.org. You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and LinkedIN to stay updated on the upcoming opportunities.
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